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Jerry Rubin, oue of two "Conspiracy 8" defendants yh» come to 
the Chicago trial under arrest and in the custody of U..9- marshalls, 
is a co-founder and leader of the Youth International forty (Ylppies), 
and 13 eelfl to be the "brains" behind the movement. He was a Key 
leader in the 19*>7 student sit-ins at Berkeley; acted ».s coordinator 
of the October 19^7 march on the pentagon; and is ait experienced or¬ 
ganizer of wv protests* 
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Rubin has been prominent during the trial, if for no other reason 
than his unconventional dress In court, a yellow and rod-striked polo 
shirt, and the elmmlng he has indulged in with fellow Ylppic lender 
Abbie noffnon. He rlso, however, has featured as the target of ouch 
testimony by witnesses-.for .the prosecution, who have related various 
incidents of his inciting demonstrator? during the Convention riots 
in Chicago, sons of which incidents have been detailed in previous 
Situation.jleports. .“ 

* Rubin W33 bora "bn ill July 1938 In Cincinnati^ Ohio; graduated 
in 1956 frem Cinbinnati's Walnut Kills High Schecu., which is described 
as having then been "tttfe goal of Jewish mothers with sixth graders"; 
and-in 19<Sl re^ei^ed an A3 degree in American history from the itnl- 
versity of Cincinnati. He attended Hebrew University in Jerusalem 
during 19^-1963; end upon his ret’11-n to the United States entered 
the University of California at Berkeley as a graduate student in 
soclolOQ”, but remained for only two months - Thereafter, in the sun- 
mcr of 196^, in a group of eighty-four, he vi3itod Cub?\ in violPtion 
of State Department regulations, on a trip sponsored by the pro-Castro 
Student Coanittee for Travel to Cuba. 

It was following this visit to Cuba, 

thut Rubin'entcrcd unou his Kev.beft 
career. Ac one newspaper account expressed it, he became: "Zjcrry 
Rubin, public troublemaker, blocking troop trains in California, run¬ 
ning for mayor of Berkeley, organising the march on the Pentagon, 
getting busted in Chicago..*' Ihc sens April 19 *j 9 Washington Post 
account stated that, "At thirty-one, he lives in a strange nan-boy 
world, completely cynical about manipulating the media, rushing t«.V 
TV set so he can see’his 'ran' on the evening news, calculating what 
will drive adults up the wall.. .(but that) At the areae time he is 
intensely earnest In hie rele ne Ikirxlst preacher to the young." 

Rubin, in 198/, van an unsuccessful candidate for mayor of Eerkeley, 
California, on n platform which oppored the Vietnam-wer anil "American 
imperialism", end espouscd^Blaek Power mid the legalisation of marijuana. 
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In the'-foil of 1967* Ihibin and IHck Greco ry founded Wjc .Youth 
International Ferty; rrrt in 1968 Kldridp: Cleaver of tl>e.'Black Panther 
r?rty nucleated that Rubin run for Vice President on the Pence ?.nd 


Freedom rorty ticket, on which he vac to he the Presidential candi¬ 
date. (Hocevcr, it the Hcv York rente and Freedom rarty Convention 
In July 19®, soother wns tunned an ’’.intcrin candidate Tor Vice Presi¬ 
dent. ") As of Aucust 1?63 # vhen the national Democratic Convention 
began, Rubin was the Chicago organiser for the Youth International 
Party.’ 


Since launching his new militant career, publn har. been rrvested 
on n number of occasions: On; August 1965, in San Francisco with a 
Croup demonstrating against General rcxvell Taylor; on 19 Au^tst 1Q6 v, 
in Washington, D.C., for eamlnc a disturbance during a session of the 
House Cbranlttee on Un-American Activities: on }0 november 19^6> for _ 
.demonstrating on thecZBJus of the University of California at pcrhercy 
co 13 June 1Q63, in 3cv York City, on a charge of pon.-esslng marihuana: 
ard twice in August 1968, during the Democratic Rational Convention in 
'Chicago, on chare*!** of disorderly conduct, mob action, end resisting 
arrest * 
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Rubin can possibly bent be pictured by quoting hi*" own words* 

.wjuviy svixenentr wade by him in an article he wrote for Pvcrg recn 
nosasine (Hay 19 <j 9) titled: "A Yippie Manifesto". In this He "dea- 
cribes the Yirpies as a "revolutionary religious, rwsncat" and states 
that: "The religion of the Yippies i 3 'Pico TJp and Abandon the Creeping 
Meatball!!* That means anything you want it to mean. Vhich is why 
it is so powerful a revolutionary slogan." Pubin promotes the ranch - 
quoted Yippie Veraicg, "Don’t trust anyone over thirty!", but sr.yn: 

"Kc are born-twice, fty first birth was in 193? but T war. reborn in 
19*% in the Free Speech moverent...1 am four years old." According 
to Fubin, Bertrand Russell, age ninety, "is our leader." 

Regarding the war/ in Vietnam, Pubin has stated: "The purpose of 
the Vietnam var is to f-t rid of the blr.ck 3 . They ere a nuisance. 

America got the work nhe needed out of blacks but now has no use for 
thorn." "Its a psychological war. The old send the young to die for 
the old." He nee 3 the U.S.A.- c.s "a military bully in Vietnam." 

Some of Rubin’s Yippte pronouncements: 

"We fight to...‘do what we want to do whenever we went to do it," 

" Prohibitions'* STrobl <3 be prohibited. Never say No."_ 

"Rules are nr3e~~£"o be broken." 

"Property is theft. What America got, she stole."* 

."How was this country built? By the forced labor of slaves. 

America owes black people billions in compensation." 
"’Capitalism’ is.just a polite school boo*: of saying: ’5te"llng. ’’ 

(Honey, according to Pubin should be burned *\rid during rallies 
he often Mias demonstrated its burning. Wall f.trcct buslness- 
# men are "money fleaks".) 

*"America is a loony bin." 

"America does not suffer a cold; she has cancer." 

Rubin claims that young whites are dropping out of "white society" 
with its middle class institutions, schools and hones, and forming 
their own communities. "V’e are becoming tile new nlgucjfS. ...’within our 
comnunlties ve have the seeds of n new society. He have our £vn com¬ 
munications network, the underground press. We have the beginnings 
of a new family structure in comunes. We have our own stimulants." 

Their long hair, he nays, "is vital to us because it enables us to 
recognise each ether. We have white skins like ov oppressors. long 
hair ties U3 together into a visible counter-community." The "nmcjl", 

(and by implication jbf the dirt) of which he srys "white society" - * 
accuses the Yippies, !« dismisses with the statement: "That's what 
they \irc<y to r.av about the black people, renetf'er? They don't r.ny that 
about black people anymore. They would got winched in Mio«r . ^ 

mouths." Rubin’s speech nnd hir. writings arc larded with Ihc/urTof” 
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four loiter obnecnltien. 

Despite hia Jester-like appearance and "kookle" ideas, nubin is 
sometiwes a keen analyst of human neture. He hv noted that: "Ve 
(Tipples) are • nev generation, species, race, fie are bred on afflu¬ 
ence, turned on by drugs, at home in our bodies, and excited "by the 
future and its possibilities. Everything for tis-is on afcpericnce—vc 
lire off the flit of society. Our fathers worked el), year a round Cor 
a two-week vacation. Our entire life Is a. vacation.." Another of his 
observations is: "The economy is closed. It docs not need us-. Every¬ 
thing Is built." * • 


Rubin frequently oaken outlandish statements—-roos of which even 
he couldn't intend to be taken seriously. Others, he cbviously decs 
believe in and it is sometimes hard to tell what iw actxuilly means to 
cay. For exoaple: "E/eryone in the world should vote in American 
electlens, because America controls the world. Ihe Vietnamese have 
more right to vote in the American elections than soon 8o-yc*r-nld 
gr-ndhaother in Omaha. ,. .1 tun in favor of lowering the voting ago to 
12 or it years. And I am not sure whether rcople over 50 should vote. . 
It's the young kids' vlRTSire goine to live in this world in_the next ' 

50 years. They should choose what they went for themselves*" 


Rubin, like the other "Conspiracy 8" defencJni^.s,.hac srent much 
of his tire during the lost year lecturing to obtain funds; end he 
hen continued his agitating even while on trial. Gp»l^ October, the 
eve of ?'./rr.toriua day, he r.pvke on the Berkeley cnnrfis oT the University 
cf California to cfcrsc two thousand students, following a talk by fovr.er 
Chancellor Pr. Clark Kerr during which James n. Pethcrford, fomer 
editor of a Rev Loft newspaper at the University, threw a pie in TV-. 
Kerr's face and vac arrested. Dubin spoke of the injustices cf the 
Chicago trial—following which five hundred marched to the Jail to 
support netherford, and a rock was thrown through the Police Depart¬ 
ment window. 
























